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National Numeracy 

A charity set up in 2012 to put a focus on 
numeracy in the UK

*The 2011 Skills for Life Survey identified 
shocking levels of numeracy

Literacy was improving but numeracy was 
getting worse - it remains a “hidden” problem

Maths anxiety is prevalent in our society

It was felt a different approach was needed so 
our maths consultants reviewed the curriculum 
and created “The Essentials of Numeracy”

*Source: Department for Business Innovation and Skills. 2012.
“The 2011 Skills for Life Survey: A Survey of Literacy and ICT Levels 

in England.”
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The Essentials of Numeracy 

The maths needed to be confident and competent in the workplace.

Based on 4 areas around the outside which show traditional aspects 
of maths:

Numbers

Operations & Calculations

Shape, Space & Measures

Handling Information

There is no algebra or trigonometry - we only include skills that you 
meet in daily life and the workplace.

The Being Numerate area in the centre is unique – the ability to 
choose and use the right maths in real life situations.

This is the foundation of The National Numeracy Challenge- online 
learning resource

.
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Maths anxiety and changing mindsets

Maths anxiety is prevalent in our society

How do you feel about maths?

Fear of maths holds people back and stops 
them engaging with learning as an adult.

It’s also a cultural issue in the UK

Tackling fears around maths is an 
important first step when engaging adults 
with maths.
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Numeracy Champions
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What is a Numeracy Champion?

A Numeracy Champion is someone who can support 
people with low confidence in numeracy both at 
work and in life.

Numeracy Champions are not expected to teach 
maths, rather they act as mentors to support positive 
attitudes and encourage people to improve their 
skills. 

Becoming a Numeracy Champion is best suited to 
individuals who support or mentor others both at 
work or in the community.
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Programme content:

Numeracy: Culture, Maths Anxiety &  the Impact 

An Attitudinal Approach: Value, Belief & Persistence

Introduction to our online numeracy resource 
"The National Numeracy Challenge and our 
data reporting portal 

Learn about “what works” in supporting numeracy
for adults

Introduction to National Numeracy’s annual campaigns.

Create an action plan to take back to your organisation to 
drive change and create a numeracy intervention that works 
for you.

Becoming a Numeracy Champion
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• The training is completed online over Zoom, with 2 x 3 
hour sessions, for up to 25 attendees, during 
business hours

• The sessions are interactive and included breakout rooms, 
discussions, polls, and videos to ensure they are engaging.

• The programme is CPD accredited

• Trained Numeracy Champions will be provided with 
resources to support numeracy provision across their 
networks or organisations.

• Trained Numeracy Champions will form part of our 
Champions network and be invited to attend regular 
forums to share ideas and best practise.

Numeracy Champion training programme
How it works:
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Online learning resource 

The National Numeracy Challenge 



The National Numeracy Challenge

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/challenge/xxxx
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The National Numeracy Challenge
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The National Numeracy Challenge
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The National Numeracy Challenge
Focuses on everyday maths.

Includes multiple choice  
questions with an option  for ‘I 
don’t know.’

Has no time limits.

Quick check “identifier” takes no  
more than 10 minutes to 
complete so learners can access 
the resources more quickly.

Adapts to the learner’s level.

Available on PC, tablet or mobile 
phone
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The National Numeracy Challenge



nationalnumeracy.org.uk

The National Numeracy Challenge
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The National Numeracy Challenge
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The National Numeracy Challenge

New learning resources are now 
available from National Numeracy:

Learners are presented with a bank of  
resources based on the questions they 
got wrong.

These provide the correct answer and a 
step  by step guide to help them 
understand the question.

The Learner retakes the quick check 
and is presented with new resources at 
the appropriate level moving them 
towards the Essentials of Numeracy.
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How the levels compare

NN Challenge 
Quick Check

Functional 
Skills Level

School

16-20
Essentials of Numeracy

Level 1 / Level 2
New GCSE 9 – 4
Old GCSE A* - C

12-15 Level 1
New GCSE 3 – 1
Old GCSE D – G

8-11 Entry Level 3 Expected age 9 to 11

4-7 Entry Level 2 Expected age 7 to 9

0-3 Entry Level 1 Expected age 5 to 7
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Power Bi reporting portal 

Learner engagement activity from the 
National Numeracy Challenge is captured in 
our data reporting portal, supported by 
Microsoft Power BI

• Benchmarks the numeracy confidence and 
levels 
of across participating organisations

• Demonstrates learner engagement with the 
Challenge 
(e.g. learning resources accessed, increased 
engagement numbers after campaigns)

• Showcases increases in numeracy 
confidence/skills, as a result of engagement 
with the provision

• Reports engagement across the local authority 
as a whole, across an individual organisation, or 
via individual Numeracy Champions

• Offers real-time data management 

• Data can be anonymous or not, depending on 
the requirements of the stakeholder and 
agreement with 
the learner
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Data collection 
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Thank You

Contact:
Sally Hilton – National Relationship Manager 
sally@nationalnumeracy.org.uk

mailto:sally@nationalnumeracy.org.uk

